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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



BRITISn Politics Jiare ustially been 
divided into Foreign and Do- 
mestic, but, 'vrith the exception of a 
few ports in the south of Spain, the 
57ontinent of Europe appears to be al- 
jnost, if not altogether closed agaitist 
these countries, and never, pertiaps 
«tnce their first discovery by tbeTy* 
{iaus, have the ikiti^ Isles been so 
confined in their intercourse with the 
world. Froiji the Dardanelles, wliere 
Mr. Adair' remains on board his fri- 
gate, waiting pfobablv for a new 
revolution in ConstantWple, the last 
having happened under the influence 
ot the; French ; from the Dardanelles 
i) the Bajtic, where Admiral Keates 
is stated to be most unfortunately fro- 
zen up, near the coast of Zealand, 
with one ship <tf the line and from 



16 to 20 English vessels, there dogs 
not appear, in this extent of coast, 
any safe or free footing for English- 
men, but oil the rock of Gibr^ar. 

In Sweden the late events leave lit- 
tle hope that the reception of British 
vessels, in her ports, can much lop- 
0er be tolerated. It is rumoured, 
indeed, th»t discontents have been 
nianifestsd niit only among the Swe- 
dish Nobility but through all ranks 
of people in that country, nor is it 
surprizing, that the honest, plain, and 
sensible Iswede should be puzzled to 
iifld out any possible reason, e^^ept 
the nersonal one of 4?100,000, per 
month, subsidy from Britain, which can 
operate for a continuance of a war 
with fee united powers of France and 
Russia, a war totally without fublic 
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«nd or advantage, and which has al- 
ready occasioned a dismeniljerment 
of the kingdom. No doubt the gene- 
ral discontent is instigated in some 
degree, both, by the I'rench and the 
Russiah parties, and it is not the fust 
example of the present times where 
the follies and errors of the sovereigft 
have been suffered lo proceed to such 
a length, as to atforda plausible ground 
for the interference ©f Bonaparte, aud 
an accommodation in consecmence to 
the new organization of Europe. 

From Portugal, the exclusion of 
the British, if it has not actually taken 
place, appears inevitable. 'Ihe British 
iroops have been withdrawn from El- 
vas, and the other frontier towns ; the 
fortresses of ist. Julien, and iJelesme, 
dismantled; Oporto occupied by the 
French shortly after the engagement 
at Corunna, and Lisbon itself has 
been left like Madrid, to the defence 
of the inhabitants, and to the virtue 
of patriotic proclamations. It is at 
best but a sort of fungous patriotism, 
which such publications are calculated 
to excite among an inert, and illiterate 
people ; and the truth is, that, through- 
out the whole peninsula, including 
Spain with Portugal, the tnhabitants 
have been so long kept, by the vo- 
luntary neglect of government, in a 
slate of tjiofal and intellectual debase- 
ment, that when the hour arrives which 
calls for the best energies of human 
nature, it becomes easier to summon 
up the ghosts of the dead, than a spirit 
in the living. 

Bonaparte, it is said, is about to 
make a new line of demarcation in 
the peninsula, or .rather to revive the 
old o.'ie first adopted by Charlemagne, 
in which Portugal is (o be reunited to 
Spain, and Lisbon that grand Port, 
lying so favourably to the western p- 
cean, will probably , become the great 
naval emporium, 'ihe Ehro to be 
made the eastern boundary of the 
kingdom, and Biscay, NavaiTe, Arra- 
gon, and Catalonia are to be added 
to France, 'll^us the passes of the 
mountains will remain in the posses- 
sion of the French, and the figure of 
speech which Louis Ihe XIV. made 
use of to Philip of Anjou, when he 
placed him on the throlie of Spain, 
will be realized ; '< Henceforth there 
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are to be no Pyrenees." The Pyre- 
nees seem lo have operated -as a sort 
of natural bar to the improvement of 
Spain, by cutting it ofl' tirom the rest 
of Europe, and on tiieir political re- 
moval, ihe Spaniards will probably 
rise to a higher European value, anil 
a more just estimation, by a readier 
communication with the nations on 
the continent. 'Ihe Merino sheep 
have hitherto enjoyed more of the no- 
tice of government in this part of the 
world, than the melioration of society, 
and . Spain furnishes one of many ex- 
amples to prove that the vices and 
virtues of a people are almost alwiys 
the effect of a bad or a ' good legis- 
lation ; producing either that vilifica- 
tion which gradually beggars the na- 
tional character, or that self-valualion, 
which makes a people respected by 
their Government. Man m the full 
and quiet possession of all his rights, 
never fails to pay a just attention to 
the performance of W^'duties. - How 
many experiments to improve the breed 
of uiferior animals 1 how few to edu- 
cate jnen to the high destination of 
which they are capable ! 

Of the state of Spain, since the e- 
vacuation of Corunna, it is not easy 
to speak with certainty. We have 
been the victims of misinformation, and 
if the Juntas have done their- utmost 
to keep their own country in the dark, 
it cannot be expected that the real 
situation, either of military, or politi- 
cal affairs, will be known in Great 
Britain. In the centre' of Spain, it 
is said, that the van of the Duk« of 
Infanta<lo's army consisting of 12,000 
men, is dispersed or destroyed, that 
he himself, denominated in the French 
Bulletins, a man of strata, had retired 
to Albaciti ; that Reding's army in 
Catalonia has experienced nearly the 
same fete, and that there is now scarcely 
any body of Spanish troops collected 
in any part of the South, and South 
eastern parts of the peninsula. It is 
indeed inconceivable that any effectual 
resistance can be made against the 
French armies by the natives of Spain 
in the open field ; a resistance at all 
times extremely problematical, but now 
wholly impracticable, and it is ex- 
tremely probable that the supreme 
Junta, has by this time, intimated to 
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the niitfsh Cabinet, the necessity of 
succumbing lo the French usurjjalion. 
Joseph has made his triumphal entry 
into Madrid, and received (he lio- 
mage of all the constituted authorities. 
The expedition to Cadiz, under Ge- 
neral Sherbrooke, will tlirow light upon 
our future connexion with the Spanish 
natiou, and will decide whether they 
are lu future to profess themselves 
the friends, .istr to be classed among 
the enemies of Britain. The convoy 
which consisted q{ forty vessels, had 
been dispersed, but has since prqceed- 
^ frojn Cork, with 24 transports, to 
ihe place of' their destination. The 
Spaniards according to tlie last ac- 
counts, were busy in stpength<;ning 
the fortifications of Cadiz, but if it 
be an object of tJie British expedition 
to takp. (he French fleet fiom our 
Jillies, to whose faith and honour it 
\vas submitted.; this will, it is to be 
feared [be a source of serious dissen- 
sion, fcital to th,i^\veaty so lately/ralifie^; 
^nd the attack pf Cadiz -l)y the Bri- 
tish ai&y have consequences similar 
to those whicli resulted from j[he af- 
fair at Copenhagen. On th* 28lh 
uit. no English troops h.d aT'f^j "or 
was it known that the Spanish Go- 
vernment luould admit an English 
oarrison into the fortress of Cadiz. 
The. anivai in London, of tliat-most 
experienced diplomatic character, pon 
Pedro CevaHqft may _ prevent any 
^lisunderstainding arjsing between the 
Junta and the British Cabinet, but it 
may be perhaps improper to place 
implicit confidence in tlie com^uiii- 
cations of this pendulating polit'tcian, 
as evidence of tlie unaniipous resolu- 
tion of the people of Spain. i here 
Ijas been much of mutual dupery in 
tliS whole business, and if the i>panish 
nation be true to itself^ it will wish 
no longer to be made a pretext for 
the mtroductiori or continuance of ci- 
vil war in their country, with all its 
calamitous consequences. On rivuch 
the same principle that Dumourier 
was distrusted, Don Pedro Cevatlos 
ought not ' to pass the antichiui>ber, 
much less partake in the conrideuce 
of the Cabniet. it now appears cer- 
tain that there always lias ' be«i a 
powerful party in Spain, attached to 
^he interests of France, and that this 



party has its share even in the milita- 
ry councils of the Junta. 

General Liniers has raised the stand- 
ard of independence in Snuih America, 
and declared bis intentions to shake 
otf the dominion of Spain. He main- 
tains his power over th^ whole vice- 
royalty, with the exception of the dis- 
trict of MontU Vidfo, which has pro- 
claimed Ferdinand VJl. and esiablish- 
ed a Junta' for the management of their 
afi'afrs. Liijiers is suspected of partiali- 
ty to the "French, and a civil war 
will prpbatily be soon kindled in thcia 
colonies. 

The treaty with the Junta of Seville 
is said to bu ratified, e;xchanged, and 
ready to be- laid on the tablf of the 
two houses of Parliament. '^Ve are to 
be allowed to assist in the garrisons 
of Cadiz, Cartbagena, Cueta, and Mi- 
norca, during the war. 

An immediate attack is projected 
by Murat, against the Island of Sicily, 
the result of which, in its present 
state, must be contemplated with se- 
rious apprehension. 

In the island of Jamaica, a differ- 
ence between the executive and le- 
gislative authorities, disturbs the tran- 
ciuillity of the island, and hitherto 
there is no prospect of conciliation. 
The house of assembly vindicates its 
right, -as grand inquest of the island, 
to 'investiaate the circymslances of a 
mutiny which happened at Fort Au- 
gusta, and of compelling the com- 
piander in chief, tQ give evidcjice 
before them, as to the facts of that 
mutiny. The inhabitants of t^e is^ 
land join ^ith the assembly, and the 
Governor takes part with the Com- 
inandiT >n chief. 

Jn America, the President, Mr. 
Maddisbn, and Vice President, Mr. 
Clinton, have been elected by the 
peaceable expression of thet public will, 
and whatever agitation this election, 
may have occasioned auiong the peo- 
ple, individually, it has never had the 
smallest elfect upon their political u- 
nion. The embargo (first passed 22d, 
December 1807) is still ui force, 
and enacts that all persons infringing 
the act, are to be heU gniliy of a 
high misdemeanour, and to forfeit tre- 
ble the value of the merchandize con- 
nected with the ofti-'nce. 'I'he inform- 
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er to have half the value on convic- 
tion. The Non-intercourse bill (2d. 
January ISOy) proliibits all ship en- 
tering the harbours of tlie United 
States, belonging euher to Great Bri- 
tain or Krance, and imposes fine and 
iiuprisbument upon persons- assisting 
in such purposes, the vessels and car- 

foes to be seized and condemned, 
he eleventh section empotters the 
Piesident to abrogate this act so far 
as relates to Great Britaitv or France, 
should the Orders in Council of the 
one, or Decrees of Berlin of the other, 
be tescinded. It is said that the law 
for enforcing the Embargo Is to be 
repealed, when the non-intercourse act 
becomes operative, but the dates of 
its c<Mnmencement are still uncertain, 
and it is highly probable it will not 
Cdmmenoe tni June next, in which 
interval the British Government may 
take advantage of the eleventh section. 
In a debate in the House 6f Lords, 
in which Lord Grenville moved an 
address to his majesty to rescind the 
Ordei-s in Council, the question against 
the motion was carHed by a division 
of 115 against 70, a very formidable 
minority, and whose union, and ex* 
ertions may yet be successfiil. It was 
stated in the debate, that from the 
operation of these Orders in Councilj 
the diminutiMi of our commerce has 
betome of alarming magnitude amount- 
ing in one year ending 20th Qctoberj 
1808, to a diminution of .<"6,200,000 in 
the exports, and of ^5,200,000, in the 
imports, in which statement neither 
Ireland nor Scotland, a great part of 
whose trade was with America, is 
included ; and giving to them a pro- 
portional share, the diminution of 
coniitierce inay be fairly estunated at 
.£14,000,000. In the article of woolj 
the staple conilnodityi and in ■ many 
other articles, an alarming diminution 
has- taken plac*, and abo in the im- 
portation of raw materials essential to 
our manufacturies, a number of cotton 
mills have been stopped, and the 
workmen thrown out of employ ; 
jC 14,000 has b^n subscribed 'at 
Manchester for llie relief of manufac- 
turers out of employment. In Lanca- 
shire there were 30,000 Wavers sub- 
sisting on charity. The great impor- 
tance of the Uneu manufacture of 



Ireland is well known, and the diffi- 
culiy of procuring flax-seed is at presefit 
a serious evil ; of 45,000 htogstieads re- 
quired for sowing, 35,000 must be pro- 
Hired from America. The price of 
flax-seed has risen from 2 to £3 a. 
quarter, to from 22 to 24/. It is noW 
J'ebruary, and if the necessary quan- 
tity of ftaX^seed be not procured before 
May, the consequenses will indeed 
be serious. The prospect at preterit 
was that in the course of n4xt siimme'r 
half a tnillion would be lhi*ovvn out 
of employment in the 'Nortl) of Ire- 
land, riie Orders in Gtfuncil, unjust 
in their principlej are now proved to 
be most injurious" in their effects to 
the interests of this feoui!rtry, whilst 
the pretence oh which the^^'Witre found- 
ed IS no* completely fak*it away, it 
being proved to a cleitaojftlmtioA that 
America does not' act^fesce iri 'the 
infringement of hel* rtetilral rights, by 
the decrees of Francei The' risjilt m 
thjs debate in the House of Lords* 
still leads us -to a iiibrg cdnfident ex- 
pectation, that the wise system of selt- 
tlefensir* neutrality, adopted by the 
American States, and thSir' consistency 
and detcrmitiatimi in i^aihtaiiiing it, 
will operate nnost powerfully in pro- 
curing peaee to tlie world. 

The War ipdeed goes on, without 
having any very evident end to be 
attained, bulcontinoes as it -weie by 
habit; so -many classes df the com- 
munity ar^ interested in its continu- 
ance? the military organizatioM of the 
country is so completed fthSe effective 
army amounting to 210,614, of vvhich 
there are 27,376 Cavalry, and the ef- 
lecti\e militia of the tliree kingdoms 
amownting to 81,577 rank aifid' file, 
while the navy consists of f56,00O 
seamen, including SliOOO marinesj the 
facility of' supportnig so great an es- 
tablishment- being reducetl at lengtli 
to such a systein, and the "Ways and 
mieans, at all times, so cheerfully and 
reacKly supplyed, in short, the resour* 
ces ot the country have been conver- 
ted by tile financiering .abilities of Mr. 
Pitt, Itrto an iuslrumeiifso readily at- 
tained, and so easily disposable, that 
evOTi the most moderate ministry find 
then}selv,es irresistibly tempted to fol- 
low up the war, without well know- 
ing where it is about to lead them. 
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ratlier than ristque llie disorganisation 
of the military system, and the parti- 
al injury resulting iiora;.peace to se- 
veral classes of the community. One 
great source of national calamity in 
the inilefinite prolongation of the war, 
has we think arisen from the domes- 
tic coalition first sti'ongly , connected 
by Pitt, we mean the mutual under- 
standing, and, strict juhcti«n of the 
ministry in power, with the commer- 
cial interest, by which every scheme 
of ambition has been facilitated to the 
one, and war itself lias been twned 
into a sort of speculation to reward 
the other. |t is frf)m this intimate al- 
liance and collusion of the ministerial 
and monied ipterestsj that a fatal fal- 
acy has been propagated with success, 
through every rank io, society, viz. 
that the presefyation of our rights and 
privileges, the salvation of the con- 
stitutioit, ?veii the very existence of 
the nation are iudissolubly and neces* 
sarily impti^;ated with a ' certain ex- 
tension of commerce, «nd a> certain 
degree of Bjatitime ascendant y. Thus, 
the ui>ion of two party interests, with 
respect to the Enipire, have gained 
SHcn influence over private u|>uiion, 
as, in its consequences, to compro- 
mise the public safety, any induce a 
belief itlial tlie prolongatioft of "the war 
^ altogetlier -Decenary and uiiavuidable. 
Do your best to secure to us the 
monopoly <rf, the world, and we will 
go every length to secure to yuuj the 
ways and ine4ns for carrying on the 
•wax. Hitch is tlie coi'npact, ^d even 
^•lien cut off from the continent, the 
colouies of South , AUisrica gjitter in 
speculation. Tboii the respective par- 
ties transfuse theif actaiatin^ principle? 
ijrto eaeh other ; the prtntipte of the 
mercantile system, rejected by true 
philosophy, is still Cherished as a ru- 
ling maxim of state ; and the com- 
mercial interest becomes actuated and 
in&ctinl vit|itbeamt)iti0n of tbe Cabi- 
nei, 4ud Ae spirit of adventure ; and 
hence must result not an open, enlar- 
ged, anji generous policy, but a. sort 
of poUticip-commercral, Carthagiitivtn 
policy, which injures, and degrades 
the britisb chai-actcr in the estimation 
of foreign nation;*. It is only by a 



revival of the true British policy, e- 
qually wise and magnanimous, whi<!h 
seats "itself on the square and sound- 
set basis of the rights of Man (and 
we scorn the roan, v1k> would vilify 
the sacred worth of the expression) 
extending these blessings to all with 
whom it wishes alliance or connexion j 
if is only by such generous policy, 
tliat Britain can overreach Bonaparte, 
and by making this policy the prac- 
tical guide of her foreign relations, 
she may yet be able to redeem the 
world. 

With respect to the domestic 
branclj of British polkicsj the public 
attention has been wholly absoi-bed in 
the examination carried on in the 
House of Commons ; a parliamentary 
inquiry altogetber unexpected, either 
by Ministry or Op|>ositio». Our 
opinion of its importance is such, that 
we believe it may lead to all the 
beneficial effects of a revoltrtion, with- 
out any of its horrors. Not only tl»e 
mere subject before the House; bnt 
the House itself, in the words of Mr. 
Wilberforce, is put m trial before 
the scrutinizing tiibun^ of public o- 
pinion ; and we think tlie nation highly 
indebted to Mr, Perceval and tlie 
other ministers, in bringing the nrat- 
ler before tlie ivhole hnuse, whatever 
might be their feelings, and their fears 
of giving personal offence, by this 
display of public duty. 'I hey perhap* 
hatl little foresight of all the conse- 
q«ences of this procedure; bnt the 
subject is now elevatetl, by their means, 
apon a stage so high as 'to attract the' 
atteiitjcn of Europe ; and the House 
of (omnions is now called on to 
vindicate in -the sight of matikind the 
virtue of the British constitution, which 
piotects.tlie lowest, and will not be 
contaminated by the Corruption of 
the highest order, with impunity. Ne- 
ver will there occur a more grand 
opportunity of accc»DpliihinK such a 
refonnatioi) in the manners and morals 
of a oowitry, a» may help to averii 
the judgoienis of Heaven, and if Bri- 
tain be destined to sink in the present 
contest, to call forth the sympathy 
of the present, and future ages in hf-t 
faU. 



